
Common pharmacare myths— 
and how to respond 

MYTH #1 
Pharmacare is too expensive.

REALITY 
Universal pharmacare will help ensure people can  
afford to take their medications, preventing more costly  
treatment later. It’s also designed to take advantage  
of lower drug costs that come with bulk-buying power 
when provinces work together. It saves our health care 
system money in the long run—and saves lives too!

MYTH #2 
Pharmacare will harm existing drug coverage offered  
by private insurance.

REALITY 
People will always have a choice over which drug  
plan they wish to use: the government plan or their own 
private insurance, if they have it. But many employers –  
especially small businesses or those paying lower wages – 
don’t offer private insurance to employees. Private drug 
plans are also inadequate, with eligibility criteria or upfront  
fees that make medicine inaccessible. 

MYTH #3 
Canadian drug prices are cheap.

REALITY 
Canada’s drug prices are among the highest among  
developed countries. Drugs comprise the largest cost  
to health care after hospitals. Pharmacare would allow 
for bulk purchasing of medications, significantly reducing 
costs for governments and individuals.

PHARMACARE: Facts, Framing, and Next Steps
If you believe everyone should have access to life-saving medication, then you believe in universal pharmacare.  
Read on to learn about what it is, how to talk about it, and what you can do to take action.

What is pharmacare?

Pharmacare is a government-funded program that  
covers the costs of some prescribed medications. The  
Pharmacare Act was signed into law on October 10, 2024. 
Through this law, the federal government committed 
to pay provinces and territories to cover the costs of 
diabetes medications and contraception. More essential 
medications may be added later.

Who has access? 

Right now, pharmacare is (or will be) available in provinces 
and territories that have signed pharmacare agreements: 
with the federal government: Manitoba, BC, PEI and  
the Yukon. 

Implementation Dates
•	 PEI (May 2025)
•	 Manitoba (June 2025)
•	 Yukon (January 2026)
•	 British Columbia (March 2026)

Any person covered by the province’s health system  
is eligible to receive free (or nearly free) medications. 
Benefits can be received regardless of personal income, 
making it a universal program. Those who have private 
insurance through their employer (or otherwise) can 
choose whether to use government-funded coverage  
or private coverage.

Who doesn’t? And why not? 

Only the four provinces and territories listed above 
have access to contraception and diabetes medication 
through pharmacare. If you do not live in PEI, Manitoba, 
the Yukon, or British Columbia, you are not covered. 
Though many provinces and territories want to sign 
agreements, they are facing delays, leaving a patchwork 
of coverage where 4 out of 5 Canadians are left out.

Pharmacare will guarantee better health equity  
to millions of Canadians.

How can YOU support pharmacare? 

Take action today so that all Canadians can  
access pharmacare—starting with  
contraception and diabetes medication. 

Visit EveryoneDeservesAccess.ca

or scan here:


